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Ophelia’s Flowers: Part I-Researching
Shakespeare loves to use flowers in his work. Why? What do flowers symbolize? What is their meaning? 

-If a boy gives a girl a red rose, what does it mean? 

-If you give pink tulips to your mother on Mother’s Day, what does it mean?

-When Buddha sits on top of a louts flower, what does it mean?

When Ophelia goes mad in Act IV of Shakespeare’s play Hamlet, she talks of flowers. Why? What are the meanings and the uses of these flowers? What is Ophelia trying to tell us through her use of specific flowers? 
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	There's rosemary, that's for remembrance; pray,
love, remember: and there is pansies. that's for thoughts.

There's fennel for you, and columbines: there's rue
for you; and here's some for me: we may call it
herb-grace o' Sundays: O you must wear your rue with
a difference. There's a daisy: I would give you
some violets, but they withered all when my father
died: they say he made a good end,--

--Ophelia, Act IV, Scene V, Hamlet
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Directions: Use your Internet researching skills to research the meaning of each of the 7 flowers that Ophelia mentions. Use the following pages to take notes: 
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	Class: ____


Ophelia’s Flowers: Part 1 Researching
	Flower/

Herb Name
	What does it look like? Draw a full-color picture.
	Where and when does it grow?
	What is it used for? What interesting information did you read?

(YOU MUST WRITE IN YOUR OWN WORDS.)
	What does Ophelia say about it?

	1.

	
	
	
	

	Why did Ophelia (Shakespeare) choose to mention this flower? What do you think it symbolize for her? What is it’s meaning to Ophelia?



	Where did you get your information from? What websites did you read? 
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