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	Name: ______________________________
	Date: _____________________
	Class: _____


Analyzing Ophelia’s Flowers

You Be the Director

Without Shakespeare's use of stage directions, it is up to the director to determine who Ophelia gives her flowers to.  Based on flower symbolism, what might be your thoughts?  The director of the Mel Gibson version used chicken bones and a nail instead of flowers... the nail went to Claudius.  In the Lawrence Olivier version, Ophelia puts the pansies on Hamlet's empty chair.  Based on your research and your opinion of the meaning of the flowers. If you were directing a play based on Hamlet, who would you have Ophelia give the specific flowers to and why?
	Flower Name
	Who does Ophelia give the flower to? What does she do with the flower?
	Why did you decide to make this choice?
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	Name: ______________________________
	Date: _____________________
	Class: _____


Analyzing Ophelia’s Flowers

You Be the Director

Describe your scene. Will you give your actress real flowers, chicken bones, nothing? What will she be wearing? Where will your scene take place? How will she give the flowers to each person? What action will she do as she “holds” each flower? What will Gertrude, Claudius and Laertes be doing? 
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